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Images of Breast Cancer

We greatly appreciate the opportunity
to present our work exploring environ-
mental causes of breast cancer in the
November/December 1996 issue of
Public Health Reports-and we salute
you for devoting space to this impor-
tant public health issue. However, we
would like to convey our concern over
the photograph of a woman's breast,
illustrating breast self-exam, that
accompanied the article. Many
women, including most breast cancer
activists, are dismayed by the media's
use of sexualized images related to
breast cancer and by the differences in
the images chosen to illustrate articles
on breast and prostate cancer. Another,
more subtle issue is that although we
of course support early detection of
breast cancer through self-exam and
other forms of screening, our own
work-and the focus of the article-is
on preventing breast cancer.

JuLIA GREEN BRODY, PHD
Executive Director

Silent Spring Institute, Inc.

RuTHANN RUDEL, MS
Senior Scientist

NANCY IRWIN MAXWELL, DSc
Senior Scientist

SusAN R. SWEDIS, MS
Senior Scientist

Erratum

The authors have discovered a minor
error in the article "Geographic Dif-
ferences in Mortality of Young Chil-
dren with Sickle Cell Disease in the
United States" (Davis H, Gergen PJ,
Moore RM Jr.), which appeared on
pages 52-58 in the January/February
1997 issue ofPublic Health Reports.

In Table 1, for California in
1968-1980 the estimated rate should
have been 8.4 and the relative risk
should have been 0.80; for California
in 1981-1992 the estimated rate
should have been 6.0 and the relative
risk should have been 0.88.

The authors regret this error.
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The manuscripts sent to Public
Health Reports cover a broad

range of scientific inquiry: from track-
ing radioactive sewage to devising
health messages appropriate for
teenagers. To sort out important sci-
entific pieces and uncover lapses in
logic, we require the education, expe-
rience, and judgment ofmany peo-
ple-we could not do it without them.
Thank you, reviewers of 1996.

We invite our readers to volunteer
to be reviewers so that we can expand
our database. Send us a letter, fax, or
e-mail note expressing your interest in
reviewing. We will send you a
questionnaire.
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At Public Health Reports we welcome any contribution that helps us meet the informa-
tion needs of public health professionals by informing them about important scientific
and programmatic developments, new technologies, policies, and scientific debate.
Our ultimate objective is to strengthen public health in the United States.

When submitting your manuscript, help us by writing a thoughtful letter explaining why
it belongs in Public Health Reports rather than elsewhere. For manuscripts that you
wish to craft specifically for Public Health Reports we welcome and strongly encourage
telephone or e-mail inquiries before you undertake or complete the writing. Our job is to
help you produce manuscripts that we want to publish.

Public Health Reports generally conforms to Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts
Submitted to Biomedical Joumals, recently published in several joumals and available
on-line at www.acponline.org.

Contributions and Their Length

Letters to the Editor. We strongly encour-
age you to submit letters. Brevity is a
virtue; between submissions of equal merit
we are certain to choose the shorter one.

News & Notes. This section includes brief
news items, report synopses, and an-
nouncements. These are used and rewrit-
ten at the discretion of the editors. 500
word maximum.

Feature Articles. Features, often solicited
by the editors, gather together recent
research from other sources to present
the current status of a subject area and
the implications for policy, programming,
or future research directions. For features
it is particularly important that you send a
query letter with your idea, its relevance
to our readers, and why you are the ap-
propriate author. If in doubt, look at recent
issues for examples. A synopsis and key
words for use in secondary publishing
and indexing should be included. 5000
word maximum.

Scientific Contribuons. We seek to pub-
lish research that is fully developed and
original. To avoid redundant publishing,
we do not accept material that is prelimi-
nary or only incrementally different from
previously published research. Scientific
contributions should be presented in the
most concise manner possible with a
maximum length of 5000 words, including
a structured abstract of up to 250 words.

Departments. Overseas Observer, Public
Health and Law, Minority Health Monitor,
Information Technology, PHS Chronicles,
Book & Film Reviews, and NCHS Data
Line. These are solicited pieces, for the
most part, although we do welcome let-
ters of inquiry with article ideas. 850-
2500 words.

Authorship

Who is an author? Not a trivial question,
so please refer to the Uniform Require-
ments. We do need to have the signature
of each author before we can publish a
paper or letter.

Conflicts of Interest

Full disclosure and avoiding the appear-
ance of a conflict are our guiding principles.
If any financial influence or other conflict of
interest might have biased your work, you
should disclose to us-even if you are con-
fident that no bias intervened. Please let us
decide what to disclose in print.

Covering Letter

We need certain information when we
receive your submission: authorship, con-
flicts of interest, a statement that the mater-
ial has not been published nor is being con-
sidered for publication elsewhere, along
with references to closely related articles
(copies should be enclosed). Please give
us your telephone and fax numbers and e-
mail address. Please submit three copies
of the manuscript, tables, and figures. Text
should be double spaced.

Acknowledgment of Receipt
We acknowledge each submission when
it arrives or when it is sent out for review.

Peer Review
After an initial reading by our editors, we
select promising scientific contributions
for peer review; these are sent to two or
more external reviewers.

The Manuscript

Here's what your manuscript should look
like:

Title Page. (a) title (short and descriptive);
(b) full names of all authors, including their

graduate degrees; (c) a separate para-
graph identifying authors' institutional affil-
iations and titles during the course of the
research (and current affiliations if differ-
ent); (d) name, street address, telephone
and fax numbers, and e-mail address (if
available) for reader correspondence; (e)
word count of the text (inclusive of refer-
ences) and the number of charts/figures.

Synopsis Page. The abstract is your
work's face to the world (as published by
various medical indexes that include
PHR). A good abstract promotes reader-
ship. Synopses of feature articles should
be a maximum of 150 words without
abbreviations, symbols, or references to
tables or graphs. Abstracts of scientific
articles (250 word maximum) should con-
tain four parts labeled Objectives, Meth-
ods, Results, and Conclusions. Below the
abstract provide a maximum of 10 key
words (use Medical Subject Headings
from Index Medicus).

Text. In writing for Public Health Reports,
keep in mind that public health is an
extremely broad field and most readers
will be in parts of the field other than your
own. Your introduction or lead is particu-
larly important. Scientific contributions
should be divided into four categories:
Introduction, Methods, Results, Discus-
sion. No further subheadings are neces-
sary unless you feel they are helpful to
the reader.

References. Please consult the Uniform
Requirements and recent issues of PHR.
Citations of personal conversations or
unpublished material should appear in
the text. We hope you will supply the Uni-
versal Resource Locator (URL) code with
any reference for which you know it.

Copyrights
Simply, there are none for Public Health
Reports. Everything published in Public
Health Reports, because we are a U.S.
Government publication, is in the public
domain. This does not absolve those who
reuse material from Public Health
Reports of the responsibility for proper
citation and credit.

Anthony Robbins, MD
Editor
Public Health Reports
U.S. Public Health Service
JFK Federal Building, Room 1855
Boston, MA 02203
tel. 617-565-1440; fax 617-565-4260
e-mail: <phr@nlm.nih>

March/April 1997 * Volume 1 12176 Public Health Reports



In Upcoming Issues

EDIBLE VACCINES
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the realm of science fiction and begun
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VETERANS' SMOKING HABITS

W PaulMcKinney et al.

Veterans are 1.4 times as likely as non-veterans to smoke.

Attitudes and policies within the military are important to all of us

as we foot the bill for veterans' health care.

Do SCIENCE ANDTORT LAWWORK FORTHE INJURED?
In Public Health and the Law,

we review two books-one on silicone breast implants,

the other about contaminated water supplies.
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